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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, June 3, 2011, at 10:30 a.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WESTMORELAND).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 2, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable LYNN A.
WESTMORELAND to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary b, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———

PRESIDENT’S DEBT CEILING
REQUEST FAILS

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Tuesday night, the peo-
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ple’s House spoke loud and clear: No
debt limit increase without real spend-
ing cuts to promote job growth. Lib-
erals wanted to increase the debt limit
by $2.4 trillion with no meaningful re-
forms. At a time when the Federal
Government is borrowing 42 cents of
every dollar it spends, the last thing
Americans want to do is raise the gov-
ernment’s borrowing limit recklessly
killing jobs. Liberals in Congress need
to attach real cuts to any increases
they are seeking. That means for every
dollar proposed to increase the debt
limit, there should be one dollar in
cuts. It makes sense.

Tuesday night’s vote of 318-97-7
shows that the House is overwhelm-
ingly in agreement with this debt limit
increase being denied. Over 80 Demo-
crats joined with the 237 Republicans
to vote against the President’s debt
ceiling request. Adding more debt to
our economy handicaps small business
job creation and aggravates our coun-
try’s debt crisis even further. This is a
direct risk to senior citizens with the
value of the dollar being put at risk.
It’s a threat to students who could be
faced with overwhelming debt in the
future.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————

MINE SAFETY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) for 5
minutes.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker and Members of the
House, a little more than a year ago, 29
coal miners lost their lives in the
Upper Big Branch mine in West Vir-
ginia. Our Nation watched with sadness
as a small community felt the lash of
the worst coal mining tragedy in this
country in four decades.

Shortly after the tragedy, our Nation
promised these families to get to the
bottom of what happened and we prom-
ised to make sure that something like
this would never happen again.

The good news is that we learned a
lot about what caused this tragedy in
the last year. Last month, an inde-
pendent panel of experts appointed by
the Governor of West Virginia released
the results of a 13-month-long inves-
tigation. They concluded that the ex-
plosion was preventable. The panel said
that the warning signs about dangerous
conditions in the mine were ignored
leading up to the tragedy. They found
that the Massey Energy Company ig-
nored basic safety precautions that the
mining industry has recognized for
more than a century. Repeated viola-
tions had become business as usual,
something which the investigation
called ‘‘a normalization of deviance,”
where unsafe behavior and conditions
became normal at Upper Big Branch
mine.

The report lays out how this tragedy
unfolded. It may have ended with a
sudden explosion, but it was a slow-mo-
tion disaster.

The company’s inadequate ventila-
tion system allowed explosive gases to
build up. Workers were slogging in
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